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another war with Afghanistan. Our Indian troops have crossed the frontier, and 
hostilities have actually begun. Rumour on various points in regard to the dispute 
is now shown to have been mistaken ; but this is not surprising when we reflect that 
antil the publication of Lord Cranbrook's despatch, nominally addressed to the 
Viceroy, but in reality intended for the British nation, all official information was 
withheld. It now appears that the only insult offered to our Indian Government 
hy the Ameer was his refusal to receive the mission of Sir Neville Chamberlain. 
The “ defiant message,” supposed to have been subsequently sent to the Viceroy, and 
referred to in our last month's notice of the subject, seems to have been without 
foundation in the facta, the Ameer having transmitted only an “evasive” answer 
(the terms of which are not given), and which induced the Indian Government to 
allow him further time, and to fix the 20th of November as the latest date for his final 
and definite reply. That time having expired, and no further communication from 
Shere Ali having apparently been received, the Governor-General of India, with the 
_ sanction of the Cabinet at home, issued orders for the troops immediately to advance 
into Afghanistan, which command was, of course, instantly obeyed; and about 6,000 
men, comprising one brigade of cavalry, four of infantry, and five batteries of artil- 
Fery, entered the domain of the Ameer. Fort Oapion, evacuated by the Afghan 
g=rrison, was at once ooonpied ; and subsequently Ali Musjid, having been completely 
mvested and shelled, was taken. A proclamation from the Vicefoy has been read 
to the Afghan chiefs in “durbar” assembled, informing them that the war is waged 
against the Ameer alone, and that the people of the country are earnestly urged to 
remain peaceably and quietly at home, in which case no harm will befall them, but 
to beware of opposing the passage of the Indian troops. perpen 
anticipated, the hill tribes being mostly friendly to the British. | 
Lawrence, with the Prime Minister, have added to the interest and egcitement. 
which /provail upon the war ow éommenced, ‘whilst the. conflicting views. thus 
_ expressed have tended rather to perplex and mystify than to enlighten and direct the 
_ pablic niind; nor is this ambiguity removed even by the appearance of Lord Oran- 
brook on‘the scene. The explicit statement of Lord Beaconsfield that no danger of 
mmvasiog existed on our Indian north-wes: frontier is in direct contravention of the 
assertions ‘of*many of his supporters, both in and out of Parliament, who bave 
always represented that our chief danger from Russia lay in thet direction. It is 
also largely neutralised in its effect by his declaration that a rectification of that 
frontier was none the less desirable, witha view to make it “scientific” rather than 
itregular. This, by Writics, was' dinstrued to mean that the Osbinet had 
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bat to acquire fresh territory; and this belief has called forth much indignant pro 
test and remonstrance We should be glad to see this apprehension fully and 
authoritatively dispelled. Irrespective of all party considerations, no Government, 
be its political objects ever so desirable, if bent upon a war merely for purposes of 
annexation, would, we are persuaded, command the sympathy and support of that 
large section of the Engtish people which, whatever its politieal attachments, believes 
that the sword of Great Britain should never be unsheathed save in a case of stern 
necessity, or in the most obvious and unmistakable interests of righteousness, liberty, 
and truth. Whatever the suecess may be of the confliet now begun with the Ameer, 
its character must be determined, not by its results, but by the motives which in- 
epired and prompted it, and the purposss for whisk it has bron waged. 


Whatever may be thought of the elaborate exposition of Indian policy which 
has been given to the world by Lord Cranbrook, few will regret its appearance ; 
more probably will see reason for concern that it was not issued earlier, or some 
analysis of its contents presented to « public whose thirst for information has been 
intensified ky.their dread of some undefined and perhaps undefinable calamity. It 
may, of course, be assumed to cntain a resumé of the contents of those papers which 
the Premier has assured Lord Lawrence will, in all probability, be printed within 
another month, but the voluminous character of which has, as yet, delayed their 
publication. Even, however, had we possessed this infurmation earlier, it does seem 
as if war could not bave been prevented. Not only was Parliament not sitting, 
but the rapid march of ~vents in India seems to have forestalled the calculations 
even of the most determined opponents of the poliey of the English Cabinet; and 
the only hope, apparently, now to be entertaimed is that the struggle may be short 
and decinive, so as to effect a settlement not. scen again to be disturbed. It 
is obvious that Lord Lytton and his Council were resolved to allow no more time to 
the Aswer than the date originally fixed for his reply; and it seems.clear that in 
this resolation the Oabhinet at home had decided to coneur. When, therefore, the 
time allotted hed expired, and no reply had been received from the Ameer, instruc- 
tions for the troops to cross the frontier were immediately given, and the orders were 
at onge obeyed, when two frontier villages, abandoned by the Afghans, at once fell 
inte the possession of the Indian troops. Lord Lytton, we learn, has informed the 
Afghan chiefs that the quarrel of tae Indiaa Government is with the Ameer and not 
the Viceroy, they will themmelves receive no molestation. 

Various are the which have been. pecusunesd the 
‘speech a¢ the Guildhall, amd various the interpretations put upon it, according to the 
poiat of wew from whieh: it hes been criticised, and the prepossessions or predileo- 
tiene of the critics. Impaurtially considered, Lord Benconsfield’s utterances seem 
Chiefly to have been desigmed te revive the drooping faith of these who distrust the 
efeacy of the Treaty of Beslia, or, at least, believe thas the high comtracting parties — 
te thet Treaty have neither the disposition nor the power to enforce it. Lord 
Beaconsfield expressed hie belief that none of the signataries of that Treaty, none of 
_ the Great Powers whe bound themselves by its provisions, acted otherwise than in 
good faith, or had amy desire to evade the obligations which, for the sake of peace, 
they had voluntarily choses te imenr. Ata time when obarges of daplicity and bad 


faith are freely bandied to and fre, it is satinfactory to have such an expression of 


Opiation from a statesman ia the position of the Premier, if only as showing that he 
anticipates no special disturbance of the peace of Europe from the manifest difficulty 
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of carrying out the stipulations of a Treaty, tin 
- bat whteli te Powers wlio framed it declined to enforce upon each other by any 
waten! or collective guarantee. Under such circumstances, Lord Beaconsfield con- 
tenda, he execution of the Treaty mast of necessity be a work of time; much, he 
ameerta, bas already been achieved ; time and persevering cffort wil) effect much 
gore; and} at the worst, and come what may, Great Britain is resolved that, with 
alt the energy and’ resources at ber command, she will wphold and carry out the — 
Treaty, and call upon all her cosignataries to assist her in that work. This, of 
coarse, sounds well ; yet many, in view of the Bulgarian insurrection, the continued ' 
presence of the Rassian troops in Turkey, the unhappy contition of the Mussulman 
refagees in the Rhodope mountains, and the apparent determination of the Porte to 
reset all’ concession to the claims of Greece, will stil] regard the aspect of affairs as 
threaterting, and will regret thet our representatives at Berfin should, by their cast- 
img’ vote; Have deprived Burope of tlie relief and protection to be afforded by « 
collective guarantee. The remainder of his lordstip's speech was chiefly directed to 
show that, althougli our Indian empite was exposed to no perils from Russia on the 
side: of Afghanietan, it might have been serivusly menaced on the side of Armenia 
and: the Baplirater Valley; and’ that it was precisely this peril whieh the Anglo- 
Turkinlt Convention was designed to counteract. To justify this Treaty, which has 
been so severely cemsared, wax, indeed, the aim of no small portion of Lord Beacons- 
ficli’s adiires. As the only speech of importance delivered by the Premier since 
Parliament was prorogued, it lias been keenly and’ analytically scanned; but we 
doulit if more can Se made of it than has already been suggested. It was not one of 
Lord Beaconsfielif’s nrost rhetorical effusions; it seemed as if the Premier, recognizing 
the gravity of the crisis, and the anxicty of his learers to catcli some indication of 
hi» policy, was more inctined than usual’ to confine himself to facts ; and although his 
speech may have disclosed littls that was not previously known, it was hence more 


growing and prevalent distress, More or less, all classes seem to be affected. Mills 
are closed ; failures on a large scale are of frequent occurrence ; agricultural labourers 
are locked out, or their wages reduced; whilst trade generally is depressed, and 
shows no prospect of revival. This state of things is greatly, no doubt, aggravated 
by the clouds which still loom on the political horizon. It is to be feared, too, that 
_ the war on which we have just entered will add to burdens which, even now, are 
so heavy as to threaten the most serious results. Perhaps the only really encourag- 
ing circumstance is the fact that there is certainly no over-trading, that in almost 
all departments of commerce there is not only but little speculation, but that men 
of business are éverywhere holding their hands and awaiting tokens of encourage- 


we ment, ere they. éngage even in the most ordinary operations of theirealling. This : 


- course is wise, and caleulated to diminish the prevalent. apprehension; but it cannot 


innituted Just now, the attempted assassination of the German Emperor furnishes 
a striking case in point: The first would-be assassin was speedily followed by a 
second ; and the dastardly attack upon the Sovereign of Germany has been succeeded 
by endeavours to take the lives of tle Kings of Italy and Spain. [It is well known 
public” option ascribes’ the double crime in Germany to socialistic plot, and 
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with the end: of Ges As regards 


the other two attempted murders, there is more diversity of view ; but whether these 
crimes be the outcome and indication of a great conspiracy, or of individual pasion, 


they are conceived, and bring odium upon the cause or object, be it what it may, on 
whose behalf they are devised. We cannot wonder if Spain, so long oppressed by 
despotic sovereigns in former times, and still so largely subjected to Romish inflnence 
and priestly domination, should prove a fruitful soil (in the way of reaction) for the 
dissemination and growth of the wildest socialistic or comnrunistic fancies. In Italy, 
on the contrary, when we reflect how completely the emancipation of the people 
from both foreign tyranny and clerical dominion has been achieved, and how fully 
both the present King and his lamented father have been identified with tha’ achieve 
ment, it seems unlikely that the recent attempt upon King Humbert’s life should 


proceed from any wide-spread discontent, or any revolutionary plots or schemes. 


well nurtured apd so eatiahnotorily growing up, it would be matter for the. deepest 
sorrow to the lovers of true freedom were that growth to be checked by revola- 
tiomary excesses, and the reaction they would certainly produce. From this danger 
we hope that “united Italy” may be effectually kept; and that Spain, too, although 
but just entering upon a path which may by-and-by lead her also to freedom, may 
of order and of law. | 


¥ 


differences with the United States have been amicably and finally adjusted) Our 
American brethren have paid the indemnity which had been awarded as between 
the two countries, and they undoubtedly deserve credit for this prompt and cheerful 
recognition of our claims; whilst, by the concessions made by Great Britain in the 
matter of the Fisheries, that dispute has, we trust, been entirely and absolutely 
settled. At a time like the present, it is especially important that no misunder- 


rence than a dispute between two courts of jadicature in regard either to the legality 
of their decisions or the limits of their jurisdiction. Especially is this the case when 
the two courts are of the highest order, when their judges have the reputation of 
great learning, judicial experience, and unimpeachable integrity, and when ‘the 
matters respecting which the conflict has arisen are of public and national import- 
-ance to the last degree. Yet such is the spectacle now presented by the controversy | 
‘between Lord Penzance and Lord Chief Justice Cockburn. The case of Mr. 
_ Edwards, of Prestbury (analogous to that of Mr. Mackonochie) has afforded Lord 


3 fanaticiem, and thiret for notoriety, this, at least, le scarcely to be doubted, that the 
. first crime has furnished the stimulus for the perpetration of the other two. The 
| mania for regicide has more than once broken out in Europe, and a mania most =“ 
certainly it is, for such attempts invariably recoil upon the heads of those by whom 
, Hence, some persist in regarding the assassin Passanante es the agent of some 
4 Bourbon or Ultramontane conspiracy. He himself, however, disowns all accomplices, 
a but avows himself to be actuated by « hatred of monarchy and kings. Europe has 
reason to be thankful that each of these nefarious attempts has so entirely and 
i standings should imperil the harmony happily subsisting between ourselves and our 
. Transatlantic kinsmen, and we heartily rejoice that all occasions of difference appear 
| now to be removed. ‘ 
| In the true interests of justice, there can be no more unfortunate occur- 
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the execution of his lordship’s sentence against the Vicar of St, Alban’s. 
For the substance of his argument we refer the reader to our columns of intelligence. — 
Buffice it here to say that he seems to us most ably to vindicate both the authority 
of his court and the soundness of his own decision. We may stand aghast at the 
glaring inconsistency of men who, denouncing all interference by secular courts im 
ecclesiastical affairs, nevertheless subvert the judgments of an ecclesiastical court by 
appeals to secular tribunals ; but unless some act shall speedily be passed for simpli- 
fying ecclesiastical procedure in such cases (whether by the abolition or otherwise of 
the present courts), we shall obviously ge$ no redress, even in cases of the most 
flagrant violation of the law. 


"The Pastoral Letter of the Bishop of Rochester to the clergy and laity of his — 
diocese is in many respects a remarkable and original production, well deserving of 
perusal, and furnishing ample materials for serious and practical consideration ; but 
in no respect is it more suggestive or significant than in its indication of the course 
which Dr, Thorold purposes to adopt in reference to the extreme Ritualists in his 
own diocese, and the innovations they may make in public worship. Recognizing 
the comprehensiveness of the National Church, as intended to include within its own 
limits men of various beliefs and schools of thought, and as being tolerant of men 
who are themselves intolerant of each other and resent each other's presence in the 
! fold, he yet maintains that the ultra Romanizing party have no loows standi in its 

pale, and that, eventeally, unices they will consent to be either modified or absorbed, 
no alternative remains but their expulsion. Meanwhile, during the existence of the 
present chaos and uncertainty, whilst they will neither modify their views nor consent 
to absorption in the general body of High Churchmen, and whilst they obviously 
cannot be expelled, he shall, he states, regard them as standing altogether apart and 
alone—*“ outside the law 7” and where he thus finds them he will “Jeave them,”—he 
will have nothing to do with them, and will not officiate in any of their churches ; 
nor, on the other hand, will he voluntarily take proceedings against them, and attempt 
to vindicate the discipline of the Church, with the probability of defeat, and the cer- 
tainty, in the shape of law costs, of enormous, if not ruinous, expenditure. By 
thus acting—by taking this intermediate course—the Bishop considers that he shall 
be absolved from all complicity with rebellion, whilst, at the same time, he keeps 
cléar of conflict with men who plead conscience as their justification alike for in- 


soundness of the faith. | ‘ 


and monitions of their bishops. In the face of recent facts—and notably the per- 
plexing discrepancy between judicial decisions in matters ecclesiastical—we can 
hardly wonder at his lordship’s determination. Regarded from the position of a 
bishop, it has undoubtedly the merit of discretion. If not bold and uncompromising, 
it certainly is pradent. Bat we question if it is in harmony either with the theory | 
of an Established Church or with the obligations specially devolving on its bishops, 
es recognized at their ordination in the Church of England, to “drive away all 
erroneous and strange doctrine,” and to maintain within ite pale the integrityand = - 
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ceeded to his pa. in 1849, and beeame Curate of St. Paul's, Covent : 
4 
station with « Christian family. He speaks of Japan as a whole nation 
he Japan will be a Christian nation before the close of the 
AVRICA. 
and ©. H. coloured stadents from the Pasters’ Col with 


health, and had selected 'ss a camping-place a site on one of the highest hills near Kizoma 
| Bay, distant about three miles from the town. The men who conveyed the letters reached 


ik: 


forty-five days, and adding thirty-three days for the transit by | 
ys only were cocupied in the transmission of the mail to Englend—the | 
with Central Africa on recor. 
y Committee of the Australasian Wesleyan 
New Britain, in the South Pacific (the only 
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of New Britain in April lst. An expedition, | 
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before.” He asks that colleague me; | 
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before this massacre Mr. Brown, it appears, | 
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fre women and ‘were, but the amel] from there scom told us that it was no use 
wer te I felt also that it was well to be 
with the success we hed achieved, and that it would not be wise to place the ¢ 


4 
4 
f 


874 


t 


= 

| 

tial 

you 

ie) 


© 93% . 


MEETINGS AND CLOSING SERVICE HELD IN THE 


the Spanish 
REPORT OF 


FURTHER 


P 
ANGELIOAL ALLIANCE 


UE, 


PRESENTED TO THE COUNCIL OF THE EV 


SALLE EVANGELIQ 


| 
| 
day, October 14 and 
of mistior different 
with the J esident of the 
fhurch of Fra 
Aditios to a brilliant 
etings wh 
throughout 
foreign, he 
racy of the 
considered. 


> 
- 


3 


= 


December & 18) BVANGBLICAL CHRISTENDOM. 877 
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